ONE thing that has much impressed me in recent conversations with physicists, particularly those of the younger generation, is the frequency of the conviction that it may be possible some day to construct a machine which shall violate the second law of thermodynamics on a scale large enough to be commercially profitable. This constitutes a striking reversal of the attitude of the founders of thermodynamics, Kelvin and Clausius, who postulated the impossibility of perpetual motion of the second kind as a generalization from the uniformly unsuccessful attempts of
